Blink amplitude but not saccadic hypometria indicates carriers of Parkin mutations.
We investigated saccades, eyelid blinks, and their interaction in symptomatic (n = 22) and asymptomatic (n = 31) subjects with (n = 19) and without (n = 34) Parkin mutations. Saccadic hypometria was correlated with clinical symptoms of Parkinson's disease, irrespective of mutational status. By contrast, blink amplitude was increased in carriers of Parkin mutations independent of their clinical status. Saccade main sequence and blink effects on saccades were normal. We propose that increased blink amplitude may serve as an endophenotype in carriers of Parkin mutations.